
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Background: 

On August 5, during the second phase of cleanup of the Northern Drainage, contractors for 
The Boeing Company unexpectedly found new debris near the soil surface.  When initially 
discovered, this debris appeared to consist of industrial glass, piping, metal fragments, 
household-type wastes, and other materials.  Approximately 960 cubic yards of industrial 
debris, mixed with soil, was removed.  The debris was sampled for volatile organic 

compounds (VOCs), total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPHs), polychlorinated biphenyls 

(PCBs), herbicides, pesticides, metals, dioxins, semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs), 
asbestos, and perchlorate.  A radiological analysis was also performed on the material. The 
results will be shared with the public once they become available. 
 

   

Igniters found during debris removal 

 

Updated Information: 

On August 21, 2008, while removing the debris from the former skeet range, workers 
discovered several igniters (electrically-initiated solid-propellant-igniters used in the space 
industry to power missile components or ignite liquid fuel rocket motors) buried one to three 
feet beneath the surface.  The Boeing Company immediately notified DTSC of this finding.  
Approximately 58 igniters were removed during the soil screening process. The items were 
separated by type in 5-gallon buckets and transported to a locked storage location on the 
SSFL property to await inspection by Jeffrey D. Anderson, Senior UXO Supervisor of 
EcoMunition Corporation.  Mr. Anderson performed a survey of the excavation area using a 
metal detector, and no additional igniters were found. 

 
According to Mr. Anderson, the igniters are class “C” explosives equivalent to small 
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fireworks or small bottle-rocket motors.  The majority of the igniters and are less than one inch in 
diameter and three inches in length (see photo above). The igniters did not at any time expose 
the public to any significant hazard for the following reasons: 

 
• The igniters were benign (designed to produce gas, not to fragment) 
 
• The items did not have a source of initiation  
 
• The igniters were buried under one to three feet of soil 
 
• The igniters were most likely non-functioning because of excessive corrosion of  
   the wires 
 
• The surface of the discovery area was not easily reachable because of heavy brush 
    
• The discovery area was not accessible due to fencing to control the work area 
 
• The igniters were quickly removed and properly secured upon discovery by 
   knowledgeable personnel. 
 

The igniters will be managed as hazardous wastes and transported to an authorized facility for 
disposal. 

 

Who to Contact for Information: 

If you have any questions about the project or cleanup activities, please contact: 

Jose Marcos 

DTSC Engineering Geologist 

(714) 484-5492 

Or email at jmarcos@dtsc.ca.gov 

 

Susan Callery 

DTSC Public Participation Specialist 

(818) 717-6567 or toll free 1-866-495-5651 (press 3, then 4) 

Or email at scallery@dtsc.ca.gov  

Media Inquiries: 

Jeanne Garcia 

DTSC Public Information Officer 

(818) 717-6573 

jgarcia1@dtsc.ca.gov 

 

Notice to Hearing-Impaired Individuals 

You can obtain additional information about the site by using the California State Relay Service at 
1 (888) 877-5378 (TDD). Ask them to contact Susan Callery regarding the Santa Susana Field 
Laboratory project. 
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